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QW: Theme in "The White Umbrella"

In the story, "The White Umbrella" by Gish Jen, 
what is the theme?  In other words, what is the 
author trying to say about life & human nature?

Be sure to include:
• assertion
• textual evidence to support your assertion
• explanation of how your evidence connects to your 
assertion
In the story "The White Umbrella" by Gish Jen, the theme is
• there are consequences for the things you do
• think before you act and speak
• you should always be yourself
• value what you have/appreciate what you have
• lying doesn't make things better, it makes them worse
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QW: Theme in "The White Umbrella"

In the story "The White Umbrella" by Gish Jen, the theme is that you 
should always value what you have.  In the story, the main character 
lies and hides the truth so that she will look better.  In the end, 
however, she realizes that she should have been honest with herself and 
others.

One way the theme is shown is how the narrator always wants what 
other people have.  She is jealous of Eugenie and her possessions, which 
(she thinks) includes the white umbrella.  She always thinks about what 
she doesn't have, instead of treasuring the things that she does have.

Another way the theme is shown is how she gets scared when she thinks 
her mom is dead.  Before that moment, the narrator was resentful of 
her mom for working and for not understanding her.  But, when she 
thought her mom was dead, she got scared and regretted telling Miss 
Crosman that she wished she was her mother.  The narrator realizes 
that she does love her mom.  She should value her mother, instead of 
wishing she was something she's not.  Instead of being disappointed that 
her mom works and that her mom's job is not glamorous, she should 
appreciate her mom's hard work so that she and her sister can have 
things like piano lessons.


	Page 1: Lined paper -  large
	Page 2: Lined paper -  large

