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Theme Tree: "The White Umbrella"

Narrator

Mona

Miss Crosman
Mom

Euge
nie

12 years old

likes the umbrella plays piano

younger sister

Chinese-American

talented piano player

pretty

has secret job
bad driver

piano teacher
no children

never got married

conflict: she is ashamed of 
her family

she tells Miss C she wishes she were 

her daughter

climax: she thinks 
her mom is dead

she throws the umbrella in the sewer

Miss C gives her the umbrella

they crashed
they had to walk 
to the lesson

she realized how she 
felt about her mom

she betrayed 
her mom

she doesn't want the 
reminder of what she 
said

she should respect her culture

you shouldn't say things you 
don't mean the umbrella was a 

catalyst for this discovery 
she made about herself 
and how she feels about 
her family

Theme:

You shouldn't say things 
that you don't mean.

You should value 
what you have.

You shouldn't be 
embarrassed about 
yourself and your 
family.
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Theme Tree: "The White Umbrella"

Narrator

12 years old
Chinese-American

plays piano

Mona

Miss Crosman
MomEuge

nie

Conflict: she is 
confused about who 
she is

Climax: when she 
thought her mom 
was dead 

Miss C gives her the 

umbrellathrows umbrella in sewer

she tells Miss C she wishes 

she was her mother

She lies about her 

mom
she had admired it--the 
umbrella represented 
what she wanted to be

she realized that she 
had betrayed her 
family and she 
valued them

she doesn't need material 
things to have a nice life

sometimes it 
takes 2 parents 
working to 
support a family

no matter what, family 
understands you

you can't help 
but want stuff

you don't always need the 
stuff you want

the umbrella helped her 
realize something about 
herself--she doesn't 
need stuff, all she 
needs is her family

Theme:
Family is more important 
than material things.

You should not be 
ashamed of your 
family and who you 
are.
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Mona

Miss Crosman

Mom
Euge

nie

Narrator
tells lies

12
plays piano

annoyingno
 fi

lte
r

older lady
nice teaches piano

secretive 
about her 
job

bad driverpretty

plays piano well

conflict: she is ashamed of her 
family and who she is

Climax: when she thinks her 
mom is dead after the 
accident

sees the umbrella

throws away the umbrella

car accident

narrator lies

the umbrella would 
remind her of her 
betrayal of her mom

she realizes the value of 
her family and  not to be 
ashamed

material things are not as 
important as your family

you might not 
always get what 
you want

sometimes lie because 
they're covering 
something up

people often say 
things they don't 
mean

Theme: 
Since the truth often 
comes out anyway, it's 
not a good idea to tell 
lies.

You should not be 
embarrassed for 
who you are.
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Theme Tree: "The White Umbrella"

MonaMom

Miss CrosmanEuge
nie

Narrator
tells lies

likes the white umbrella
12 years old

Chinese-American

younger sister

not a good 
piano player

secret  job

bad driver

nice

piano teacher
good piano player

pretty

Conflict:

Climax:

She is ashamed of her family and 
unsure of who she is.

When they crashed, 
and she thought her 
mom had died

had to walk in the rain

Miss C gave her the umbrella

they found out what 

her job was

she imagines having the 

umbrella for a night

shows how much she 
wants it, and how she 
wants to fit init's bad that she 

had to work, and 
disappointed at her 
job the umbrella was a 

chance for her to 
be American

things are not as 
important as people

you don't need things to 
help you fit in

people are often insecure 
about themselves

people want things

we don't need the 
things we think we 
want
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Narrator

MonaMom

Miss Crosman
Eugenie

lies
Chinese-American 12

never married
piano teacher

She is ashamed of her family 
and conflicted about being 
Chinese and American.

She thought her mom 
was dead after the 
accident.

throws the umbrella away
tells Miss C that she wants to 

be her daughter

they arrive wet at Miss C's house

Miss C gives her the umbrella

it's a reminder about 
what she told Miss C

she received that 
"thing" that she 
desperately 
wanted

she shouldn't say 
things she doesn't 
mean

Her family is actually 
important to her

Theme:

You shouldn't be embarrassed 
about who you are and who your 
family is.

What you want may 
not always be what 
you need.

You shouldn't try to 
be something you're 
not.

You should accept who 
you are and be true to 
yourself.
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Theme: You should never forget 
your culture.

A bond between sisters is stronger 
than anything.

Life can have a lot of 
consequences.

Life isn't very easy, so you have to 
be careful what your actions are.

You can lose many things, but not 
who you are.

Life gets harder as you get older.
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